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Cape and Natal volunteers were added to the strength. Lord
Roberts, the beloved " JBobs," was appointed to the command
with Lord Kitchener of Khartum as Chief of his Staff.
Lord Roberts commenced his campaign on February 12,
1900. On the third day General French with a cavalry force
made a dash for Kimberley and relieved it; Cronje, a noted
Boer leader, was brought to bay at Paardeberg, and after
enduring a terrible bombardment surrendered on February 27;
and a day later Buller relieved Ladysmith. In the second
week of March Roberts entered Bloemfontein, the capital
of Orange Free State, and on March 18 Colonel Mahon
relieved Mafeking, where Baden-Powell had kept the flag
flying for 200 days. On June 5, the British flag was flying
over Pretoria, the capital of the Transvaal. Three months
later Lord Roberts informed the Government that, " nothing
is now left of the Boer Army but a few marauding bands/*
and he returned home, leaving Lord Kitchener to clear up
the war.
A great deal had been crowded into Haig's eight months
of active service in the Sudan, but the desert warfare was
comparatively a period of restful repose compared to the
strenuous life he spent on the veldt in a similarly brief space of
time.
He was staff officer to General French at Elandslaagte,
Rietfontein, and Lombard's Kop, and they narrowly escaped
being locked up in Ladysmith, which they left by the last train
that got through before the town was invested.
Proceeding to Cape Colony, Haig was with French in the
operations around Colesberg. When Lord Roberts arrived,
the Cavalry Division gradually assembled near the Modder
River, and Haig was acting as French's A.D.C. when the
great advance into Orange Free State took place. Then
followed the relief of Kimberley, the battle of Paardeberg,
actions at Diamond Hill and Driefontein, and the advance